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The Fort Wayne Children’s Choir teaches music 
literacy to children from diverse backgrounds 
through song and performance.

Dear friends,

As I reflect on the 2020-2021 season at the Fort Wayne 
Children’s Choir, I am truly grateful. With your generous  
help, we were able to navigate a very challenging time in  
the Choir and community’s history. Thank you!

While our daily operations changed, our mission and 
purpose never wavered: teaching music literacy to children 

from diverse backgrounds through song and performance. 
Throughout the 2020-2021 season, we worked together to find 

new ways to make music while apart. The recording of Sing! Choirs 
of Angels was an amazing experience for our singers and provided our 

community with some much-needed holiday cheer. 

We joined you at home for the first-ever livestream Do Re Mi, Alumni Jackbox 
Game Night, Coffee with Mr. Busarow on Zoom, and a livestream Young Artist 
Concert. We are grateful for technology (and your patience!) so that we could 
still connect with you. 

But nothing felt sweeter than singing together at Parkview Field for our 
Spring Concert. Thank you for being a part of this truly beautiful afternoon  
of music!

This annual report is filled with gratitude for you. Thank you for investing in 
the mission, programs, and singers of the Fort Wayne Children’s Choir.

Musically yours,

Jonathan N. Busarow
Executive Artistic Director

OurMission



2020-2021
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Alex Platte, Chair
Rothberg Law Firm

Julianne Toenges, Vice-Chair
Community Volunteer

Mitchell McKinney, Secretary &  
Parent Organization Chair

City of Fort Wayne / Police Department

Nicholas Toney, Treasurer
Lake City Bank

Howard “Skip” Balkenbusch
Balkenbusch & Associates

Erin Bean
Fort Wayne Philharmonic

Ian Broad-White
Parkview Behavioral Health Institute

Emily Hull
Whitney Young Elementary School

Kathryn Lemish
Lincoln Financial Group

Seema Reddy
Coldwell Banker The Real Estate Group

Sarah Warsco
Harrison Hill Elementary School



The Fort Wayne Children’s Choir offers participation 
assistance and scholarships, ensuring that all children who 
wish to, have the opportunity to sing. Your donations help 
offset the cost of tuition, uniforms, and choir tours for singers 
like Jane, of the Barbara Resch Scholarship.

Jane’s ability to see and understand the meaning and  
depth in music has expanded since joining the Fort Wayne  
Children’s Choir, and her passion for singing has grown. She 
now can’t imagine her life without being in a choir and hopes 
to someday share her love of singing with children. 

She thanks donors like you for making it possible for her to 
remain in choir and to continue being taught by the best.

192 children served
from 65 different schools 
in 28 zip codes in Indiana and Ohio

Thank you for investing  in the lives of children.

-Jane
concert choir

16% of children  
are from a minority ethnic  
background

$ 34%
of students 
received  
participation 
assistance

23%
77%
male

female

81%
homeschool 
singers

public and private 
school singers

19%



Your generosity makes a difference.

Membership
Registration: 

$96,536
19%

Guests and 
Outside Artists: 

$17,000
3%

Concert
Production: 

$21,913
4%

Space & Venue Rental: $12,907
3%

Participation
Assistance: $51,695

10%

Music Education Program: $18,084
4%

Administrative: $27,996
6%

Expenses Less than 1%*: $14,309
3%

Marketing & Development: $30,889
6%

Technology: 
$8,931

2%

Cash Reserves: 
$48,867

10%

Gift-in-Kind Space Rental: $24,000
5%

Contributions & 
Grants: $275,662

54%

Fundraising:
$76,744

15%

Concert Revenue:
$20,941

4%

Gift-in-Kind Space
Rental: $24,000

5%

Miscellaneous:
$11,694

2%

INCOME
$505,577

EXPENSES
$505,577

Payroll: 
$228,986

45%

FINANCIALS
July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021

Thank you for investing  in the lives of children.

*Expenses less than 1%		

Recognition program	 $2,338
Utilities	 $4,746
Professional development	 $472
Depreciation	 $6,753

TOTAL	 $14,309

-Jane
concert choir

34%



Director - $5,000+
Jim* & Irene Ator

Soloist - $1,000-$4,999
Anonymous
David & Jenny Almdale
Franklin Awah
Howard “Skip” & Jennifer 		
	 Balkenbusch 
Kevin & Jane Busarow
Jeff & Carla Fritz
Emily Hull
Duane Johnson
Bill & Ginny Johnson
Michael & Judy* McKinley
Kathy Miller
Mark & Alice Minnick
Joseph & Lindsay Platt
Deepkaran & Seema Reddy
Gabe Selig
Rob & Mary Snow
Jon & Nancy Swanson
Buck & Julianne Toenges

Accompanist - $500-$999
Anonymous (2)
Craig & Diana Bartscht 
Jeff & Stacey Beights
Ian & Kevin Broad-White
Jonathan & Nicole Busarow
Matthew & Rebecca Goldey
Tim & Susan LaCroix
Dave & Kathryn Lemish
Barbara Lingle*
Mitch & Cindy McKinney
Angela McLaughlin
Network for Good Donors
John & Susie Peirce
Alex & Michelle Platte
Margaret & Frank Sklenar
Jeff & Carole Slater
Stanley & Marilyn Szwed
Barb Wachtman & Tom Skillman
Larry & Becky Walter
Susan Wygant

Audience - $250-$499
Anonymous 
Amazon Smile Participants
Psi Iota Xi

David & Linda Allen
Stephanie & Michael Carper
Amber Coughlin
Kaitlin Cowan
Tim & Tara Hallman
Dennis & Carol Herman
Casey Keirn & Stacy Mathys
Matt & Mandie Kolkman
Mary McDonald
Grace Minnick
Suzon Motz
Brent Neuenschwander
Greg & Meredith Neumann
Tom & Lori Neumann
Cathy Norton
Fran Page
Ed & Pam Pierson
Barbara & Richard Resch
Mary Robles
Jim & Krista Ruckel
Paul & Robin Simunek 
Cecelia Snow
Ashley Stoneburner 
Kate Toenges
Nick & Kiley Toney
Mark & Carolyn Warsco
Neal Wissman
Steven & Judy Zacher

Chorister - $100-$249
Anonymous (8)
Nancy Archer*
Sarah Arnold
Doug & Pam Barcalow
Christine Baxter
Stephanie & Les Beck
Emily Bird
Art & Phyllis Boester
Rodney Bradtmueller
Leslie Carmin
Thomas Carroll*
Justin & Jessica Clupper
Cassie Daniels
Jim & Alicia Davis
Ryan & Allison Delagrange
Tom & Jessica Dettmer
Philip & Bonnie Elam 
Fort Wayne Alumnae Chapter 	
	 of Sigma Alpha Iota

Denise & Mark Gilliland
Bruce & Melinda Haines
Jason & Sarah Harber
Deborah Hartley
Tom & Cindy Henry
Kevin & Dana Hildebrand
Susan & Franklin Johnson
Phil & Donna Kessler
Larry & Shelly Koelper
Karen Kosberg
Fred Meads
Tom & Pam Mensch
Eric & Kristen Miller
John & Carrie Minnich
Susan Mittelstaedt
Forrest & Marit Nowlin 
Dr. John O’Connell &  
	 Mr. James Williams
Kip & Mary Jane Ormerod
Beth Patterson
Mike Peters & Kari Hullinger
Richard & Joan Phillips
Bill & Shannon Pierson
Jeffrey & Catherine Platt
Jay & Shirley Platte
Curt Poor
Yuriy & Eleonora Popkov
Freddy Ray
Nancy Reitenour
Keith & Janne Ross
Gregg & Susan Roth
Tim & Kathy Ryan
John & Pamela Sampson
Tavis & Jennifer Schlicker
Kimberly Shoppell 
Justin & Amy Shurley
Kayla Smith
Joe & Ruth Springer
Linda & John Stafford
Toby & Misha Thomas
Sharon Voyten
Irene & Bob Walters
Sarah Warsco
John & Theresa Weedon
Patrick & Flory Yaney
Virginia Zimmerman
Larry & Susan Zurcher

Singer - $1-$99
Anonymous (2)
Diane Barton
Carolyn Bean
Erin Bean
Joellen Beights
Mike & Denice Beights
Benevity Causes Donors
Jim & Elaine Berning
Ryan & Laticia Bleck
Michelle Bonahoom
Adam & Amber Bouthot
Jim Brigl
Christina Brinker
Sarah Butcher
Todd & Caryn Caffee
Stephanie Carlson
Cheryl Chalmers
Roberta Cornett
Robert Cross
Hannah Matthews
Tim & Debra Durnell
Jeff & Tammy Frazier
Linda Gaff
Mark & Sue German
Lesli & Brian Golden
Barbara Gongaware
Joshua Guerin
Rozanne Hallman
Rachel Hammond
James & Darlene Heeren
Amy Hinderer
Sarah Hoffman
Tom Hufford
Preeti & Sushil Jain
Karen Johnson
Daniel Keller
Luann Keller
Richard Kuhns
Russell & Susanna Lauer 
Patricia LeMaster
Bill Leverton
Tamara Lombard
Louise Magoon
Simon & Richard May
Barb & Bob McKee
Beth McLeish
Adrian & Jennifer McQueen

DONORS
July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021



Charlie Mensch
Jason & Michelle Miller
Mark & Tammy Miller
Amanda Mitchell
Mary Lee Mitchell
Randell Morrison
Mike & Lisa Muirhead
Maestro Robert Nance
Teresa Neumann &  
	 Shawn Dimpfl
Geoffrey & Jessamyn North
Janet Ormiston
Randall & Elizabeth Phillips
Courtney Poswinski
Debbie Powers
Melissa Puthran
Oscar Quezada
Connie Racette
Jeff Rapp
Devender Reddy
Paula Rice
Meredith Roberts
Max & Sandy Robison
William Sauerland &  
	 Tom Nelson
Jacob Schall
Daniel Schwandt
Gwen Schwandt
Stacey & Chip Seidel
Jerome Sibulo
Vince & Lisa Slack
Terry & Rita Small
Anna Snodgrass
Michelle Snyder
Brad & Kathy Sommer
Steve & Cristi Spilker
Grant Swenson
Dolores Szymanski
Kelly Tarlton
Dwight & Rebecca Todd
Tracy Troyer
Larry & Mary True
Gerald & Tracey Wahl
Sarah Wahl
DeShawn Wert
Peter & Peg Werth
Matthew & Jenna Wietfeldt
Stephanie William

Rolayne Williams
Jeanne Wohlgamuth
Kevin & Julie Workman
Grabill Food Bank Inc.
YourCause Donors

Memorials & Honorariums
In honor of Barbara Resch
	 Forrest & Marit Nowlin

In honor of Carl Schalk
	 Paul & Debra Grime

In honor of Daniel, Josiah,  
and Joanna Beights
	 Mike & Denice Beights

In honor of Emma Hallman
	 Rozanne Hallman

In honor of Irene Ator
	 David & Linda Allen
	 Todd & Mary Briscoe
	� James R. Crouse and Jane 

Porter Gresham

In honor of Joanthan Busarow
	� Karen Gibbons-Brown &  

Jim Sparrow

In honor of Lindsay Platt
	 Eric Stark & Adriano Caldeira

In honor of Lucy Davis
	 George & Sara Davis

In honor of Marcia Weadock
	 Leal Garner-Weadock

In honor of Martha Magoon
	 Louise Magoon

In honor of music education
	 Yvonne & Rick* Ramsey

In honor of Natalie, Elise & 
Audrey Todd
	 Morris & Eileen Wiltshire

In honor of Patricia Adsit
	 Maestro Robert Nance

In honor of Rose Ryan
	 Tim & Kathy Ryan

In memory of Debra Kessler
	 Cheryl & Jim Szink
	 Tom Price
	 Anonymous
	 Kevin & Cynthia Day
	 Peggy & Jeffrey Heinze
	 Marth M. Kocks-Hamrick
	 Inna Livshits
	 Jason & Michelle MIller
	 Norbert & Elizabeth Nagel

In memory of Jane E. Beer
	 David Beer

In memory of Nancy Murphy
	 Bob & Jenny Hobby

Sponsors
“Doc” Dancer Inc.
3Rivers Federal Credit Union
Ambassador Enterprises
Baden Gage & Schroeder LLC
BKD LLP
Blake Aesthetics
Brotherhood Mutual
Coldwell Banker Real Estate 
Group
Dekko Investment Services
Ear, Nose, & Throat Associates, 	
	 PC
Fort Wayne Metals
Franklin Electric
Galecki Financial Management
Grabill Family Dentistry
Hamil, Lehman & England PC
Lake City Bank
Lawnganics
Lincoln Financial Group
MLH Insurance Solutions
Old National Bank
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery 
Associates, P.C.
Physicians Health Plan
Pizza Hut of Fort Wayne
Premier Bank
Purdue University Fort Wayne
Rothberg Law Firm
Simplx Security
Source One Solutions
STAR Bank

Steel Dynamics
Stetzel Dental Group
Steve & Chase Ellinwood, DDS
Sweetwater
The Stinson Team, North  
	 Eastern Group Realty
TriCore Logic
Vision Scapes
Wood-Mizer Holdings, Inc.

Foundations
Arnold Foundation
Arts United of Greater Fort 		
	 Wayne
Community Foundation of 		
	 Greater Fort Wayne
Edward & Mary McCrea Wilson 	
	 Foundation
English, Bonter, Mitchell,  
	 Foundation
Foellinger Foundation, Inc.
Ian and Mimi Rolland  
	 Foundation
Indiana Arts Commission 
The James Foundation, Inc.
Lincoln Financial Foundation, 	
	 Inc.
O’Rourke-Schof Family  
	 Foundation
Shoup Family Foundation
Zimmer Biomet Foundation

In Kind
Belmont Beverage
Canva
Catablu
Koher Advertising
Pizza Hut of Fort Wayne
Purdue University Fort Wayne
The Stinson Team, North  
	 Eastern Group Realty
Delaney Carroll
Pam Pierson
Deepkaran & Seema Reddy
Kimberly Shoppell

’73 Society
Anonymous (2)
Deepkaran & Seema Reddy

*deceased



Purdue University Fort Wayne
2102 E Coliseum Blvd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46805

The Fort Wayne  
Children’s Choir is a  
company-in-residence at


